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Juana Baldoni Pérez
(1867-1925)
Sandra Enríquez Seiders, PhD
Professor of History
University of Puerto Rico, Utuado
Translated by Henry Hirschfeld
Juana Baldoni Pérez was a medicinal or consultative medium or, as Allan Kardec
explains, she acted as an interpreter for the Spirits for medicinal prescriptions.1 Scholars of
Kardecian Spiritism agree that Juana was one of the best mediums in Puerto Rico during her
time.2 She was also a speaking medium, and in fact, much of her communications with the
Spirits were published in local periodical publications.3 Juana communicated with the Spirits
while her sister, Lola, took notes.4
Juana was the first daughter of Eduardo Baldoni and
Dolores Pérez. Her family advocated for free-thinking
and promoted the spiritist doctrine throughout the Island.
They lived in Arecibo, but when a fire destroyed their
home in 1890, they moved to a house on Betances Street
in the center of Utuado, a small town in the mountains.
In an interview, Juana’s niece, Ileana Baldoni Rosario,
recounts:
It was a large house, with a courtyard on
both sides and a balcony with wooden banisters.
Each sister had her own room. I remember that
they had sewing machines. For a while, they
sewed pajamas and gowns for a local hospital.
During the night they would sit down to
embroider, knit, and read.5
Fig. 1: Photography of Juana Baldoni Pérez.6
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Allan Kardec, El libro de los médiums, Barcelona: M. Pareja, 1970, p. 219.
Rosendo Matienzo Cintrón, lawyer, legislator, journalist and politician from Puerto Rico from the end of the
nineteenth and beginning of the twentieth century, claimed that Juana Baldoni was one of the best mediums on the
Island.
3
Such is the case of a spiritual dictation from an apostle that appeared in El Buen Sentido, a spiritist publication that
was printed in Ponce at the beginning of the last century.
4
At the end of the communication it becomes clear that the notes were taken by the writer Lola Baldoni.
5
Interview with Ileana Baldoni Rosario by Sandra Enríquez Seiders.
6
Thanks to Dr. Sandra Enríquez Seiders, for granting us access and use of these photographs and other materials.
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Ileana also notes that, although the Baldoni’s were liberals, “they were fans of Luis
Muñoz Rivera. The Republicans knew, and they used to climb the balcony of their aunt’s house
and put up republican flags on the shutters.”7
People from all over the Island came to consult Juana and to look for remedies for their
ailments. According to María Cadilla de Martínez —educator, poet, and author from Arecibo—
the Baldoni house was a true center of charity, in both Arecibo and Utuado.8 Regarding Juana’s
work and prestige as a medium, María de los Ángeles Baldoni Homs remembers:
My father, Luis Baldoni Martínez, told me that he heard his father, Luis
Baldoni Pérez, tell the story of how one day, around 1916, he arrived at his home
in Utuado, where he lived with his sisters, to find a black car parked in front of his
house. To his surprise, messengers from the family of Luis Muñoz Rivera, who
was very sick, came to consult Juanita to see if Muñoz Rivera would survive an
operation. She told them no, that his time had come.9
Muñoz Rivera, one of the most important political leaders of the Island during that time,
survived the operation, but died soon after on November 15, 1916. Juana’s fame transcended the
limits of the mountains.
Another of Juana’s faculties was being a speaking medium. According to Allan Kardec,
speaking mediums receive communications from Spirits that present themselves without being
called.10 Some of Juana’s mediumistic communications were published in newspapers. Such is
the case of a spiritual dictation that appeared in El Buen Sentido (The Good Sense), a spiritist
publication that was printed in Ponce at the beginning of the last century.11 The Baldoni family
conserved another communication obtained by Juana in Utuado in 1885. It is about an argument
between the Spirits of Ramón Catalán, who was the parish priest of Utuado during the middle of
the nineteenth century, and a sage and follower of Allah named Sache Capache. They debated
about the notion of God and the Universe. Lastly, Fernando Mercado García who published the
Colección de comunicaciones de Juanita Baldoni (Juana Baldoni Communications Collection)
online, explains:
These communications received by the medium Juana Baldoni, of the
Centro Jesús de Nazareth, Utuado, Puerto Rico are found in notebooks
handwritten in the most beautiful cursive style of the past. I submit, before the
kind consideration of the members of Spiritual Light (Luz Espiritual) and the
Spiritist Fraternal Association of Miami (Asociación Fraternal Espírita de Miami),
tireless defenders, teachers, and propagators of the Kardecian Codification, this
first communication.12
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María Cadilla de Martínez, “Del ayer que debemos recordar costumbres y valores femeninos,” El Mundo,
domingo, 21 de abril de 1946, p. 2.
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Interview with María de los Ángeles Baldoni Homs.
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Kardec, Op.Cit., p. 213.
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Colección de Comunicaciones de Juanita Baldoni. Consulted online: es.groups.yahoo. com.../ Luz espiritual.
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Ibid.
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The followers of Kardecian Spiritism have remembered Juana’s career for many years.
So much so that ten years after her death on January 19, 1935, a group of spiritists brought a
floral altar to her grave at the Cemetery of Utuado. Ramón Negrón Flores, a very well known
spiritist on the Island, wrote the following poem for her:
Flower of Gratitude
You were a flaming torch on my path,
giving your delicate spiritual offering
to lighten the soul, to make life happy,
and to make the rosebush once again bud flowers.
How much goodness you have shared!…Upon healing the wound,
with balm extracted from a hidden spring,
hope sprouted, once again, in full bloom,
above the barren rock and the icy wasteland.
Your life was an example of pure ambitions,
of love and sacrifice, of faith and self-denial:
Therefore in this hour of peace and harmony
of tender memories and warm emotion,
I bring you, in your honor, all of the sympathy
that for you, in verses, burns in my heart.13
In 1913, in the spiritist newspaper El Buen Sentido, Rosendo Matienzo Cintrón praised
the contributions made by the prominent figures of Puerto Rican Spiritism: Isabel Cubano of San
Juan, Ayala of Arecibo, Teresa Obrer of Santurce, Agustina Guffain of Mayagüez, Teresita Vidal
of Cupey, the Baldoni sisters of Utuado, Ms. Rincón Plumey of Humacao, and Prudencia U. de
Font of Ponce. He describes them as generous and selfless apostles of Spiritism, inspired by the
good desire to work and enlighten incredulous people.14
The Baldoni sisters’ commitment to the Kardecian spiritist doctrine and to the Federación
Espiritista de Puerto Rico (Spiritist Federation of Puerto Rico) was recognized even after their
deaths. In a 1951 speech, Rodolfo López Soto asked those attending to evoke the memory of
those who “felt the first bath of the eternal light.” He called those “who raised the Constituents of
1903,” the “old champions of Spiritism, leaders of the great caravan.”15 According to López
Soto, among those who “carried the White Flag” were the Baldoni sisters.
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Don Ramón Negrón Flores was a Puerto Rican spiritist poet and ex-mayor of the Municipality of Río Piedras. He
was president for various terms of the Federation of the Spiritists of Puerto Rico (la Federación de los Espiritistas de
Puerto Rico) and was repeatedly honored at the Spiritist Floral Games of Barcelona (Juegos Florales Espiritas de
Barcelona). This poem is part of a personal collection of Ileana Baldoni.
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Luis M. Díaz Soler, Rosendo Matienzo Cintrón: Orientador y guardián de una cultura, Tomo 1 Mexico:
Ediciones del Instituto de Cultura Puertorriqueña Universidad de Puerto Rico, 1960, p. 624.
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Néstor Rodríguez Escudero, Historia del espiritismo en Puerto Rico, Quebradillas: Imprenta San Rafael, 1991,
p.56.
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Juana Baldoni died in 1925, Lola in 1939, and in 1945, in a span of two weeks, the other
three sisters passed away. So united were the Baldoni sisters that many claimed that their
affection for each other carried them to their graves.

Fig. 2: Burial of Juanita Baldoni, 1925. Personal Collection of Ileana Baldoni.16
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Thanks to Dr. Sandra Enríquez Seiders, for granting us access and use of these photographs and other materials.

